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Ahstract

The objectives of this research were fo study 1) the people’s knowledge and
understanding of watershed conservation; 2) the people’s participation [evel in
watérshed conservation; and 3) problems and obstructions of people’s participation,

The studied sample consisted of 205 Karen and Mong householders in
14 vilages of Tambon Maewin, Amphoe Maewang and Tambon Maenajon,
Amphoe Mae Chaem, Chiang Mai, in the area of Mae Sa - Nga's watershed. The
questionnaires were used as a research tool while the collected data were
analyzed using qualitative study method. SPSS program was applied to determine
means, standard deviation, t-test and one way analysis of variance. Variable means
were compared by using Scheffe's method.

The researcher found that the sample group had no different understanding
of watershed and natural resource conservation. Their participation in the watershed
conservation was distinguished according to their official status, their involvement
in community groups, their opportunity to acquire information and attend training

courses on forest rehabilitation, and fire protection. Those variables were found to



be statistically different at alével of 0.05. Problems and obstacles confronted the
sample group were in watershed protection and conservation. The problems
conceming land utilizéiion such as crops cultivation and animals raising in the
watershed area were found ata moderate level.

it was suggested that community participation in the watershed area
was very important in natural resource management. Hence, it should be necessary
to study about problems and potentiais of the community including the people’s
rules of culture and traditional practices within the community. Moreover, it is aiso
important to study about their needs so they can use them as the guidelines in
providing knowiedge for promoting and development of natural resources

management for long term stability.



