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Abstract

This research was conducted to study the problems and obstacles in
natural resources management. Data were collected from various sources such as
documentations, field trips, key informant’s interviews, and seminars held by villagers to
exchange opinions concemning natural resources management. The data were, then,
analysed using qualitative study method. The accurate data were used in formulating
trend for the management plan in the responsible area of Mae Sae Watershed
Management Unit, Mae Tang District, Chiang Mai.

It was found that the communities in the responsible area of Mae Sae Watershed
Management Unit consisted of many ethnic groups. The traditional communities were
Ban Maemam, Ban Huai Hok (native Thal and Karen) and the migrated community,
BanThungYao (Lahu and Akha). In the past, those communities ied their lives on
sustainable agriculture such as crop cultivation and stock raising. Every community had
its own simple way of living, which attached to the natural resouces and environment
based on their tradition and belief. Besides, the native Thai and Karen communities had
more potential in managing the natural resources than Lahu and Akha communities.

The natural resources managerﬁent in the respbnsible area of Mae Sae

Watershed Management Unit was controlled by the govemment agencies by using



Thai laws. After the area was announced as a conservation forest, there had been less
confidence among' people within and across the communities to utilize the forests.
Consequently, there was a weakness in community and forests reliance, which affected
social strengthness within communities. The application of AIC technique showed that
the opportunity, which was provided by the government for the communities to
participate in planning and managing natural resources, showed their sufficient
awareness and potential among the communities in taking part in natural resources
reservation, utilization and maintenance. Thase activities were guided by their ancestors'
rules of culture, tradition and belief. This participation process could lead the people to
watershed natural resource management and cooperation which should result in the

natural resource conservation and the sustainability of people and forests.



