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Abstract

The objectives of this researcl':l were to find out the factors determining the
readiness of ecotour operators in the upper north of Thailand, and to set up the standard
| criteria of those ecotour operators based on their possibilities and capabilities.

The sample of this research were (1) the tour operators who registered with the
Tourism Authority of Thailand Registration Office, Northern Provinces recorded by June
9,1998. at group answered the questionnaires on their ecotour-program(s); (2} people
representing non-government organizations, governmental organizations, and
academics. The readiness was measured by their operationai performénce. but
opinions by other groups.

It was found that to establish the readiness and the standard criteria for ecotour
operators needed strict measures of conduct through social and legal processes. Those
criteria could be achieved through inter-agency cooperation between private and
government sectors with non-profitable institutes and educational institutes as

investigators.



There were two factors determining the readiness of ecotour operators in the
upper north of Thailand. First, by ecotour operators should have basic qualifications of
ecotour operators. Second, by ecotour operators main components on ecotour operation
consisted of nature-based tourism, sustainable managed tourism, environmental
education-based tourism, and community or people paricipation-based tourism. For
setting up those standard criteria, the researcher used a set of duestionnaires,
developed from the factors determining readiness of main components of ecotour
operation, to check the readiness of the ecotour operators. Such questions request them

to rank their degree of intensity of ecotour operation.



