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Abstract

The objective of this study is to assess and define conditions for agro-tourism in the
Moung Kham village in Pong Yacng sub-district of Mae Rim, Chiang Mai. Problems and
obstacles concerning services and management of the tourist destination were studied in order to

be abie to develop and suggest related principles.

The study groups consisted of
& Members of a non-government organization, called “Gardeners of Pong Yaeng”
® Residents at the study site
® Officers of government organizations working in the tourist sector of the village

® Tourists at the study site and at adjoining villages

The employed method of study focused on qualitative data acquired through
semi-structured interviews, on-site exploration and observer based assessments (OBEA)

conducted with participants of the study groups.



The result of this study at the Moung K ham village and adjoining areas was as follows.
Agro-tourism occurs in three basic regions of the village, which are
1. At the local tourist center
2. Around the road linking Moung Kham with Pong Yaeng Nai
3. The area of Phanok Kok village. '

Concerning the tourist-center, some of the visitors came in order to study the
agricultural work donme at the site by visiting the technological demonstration center, comnbined
with recreational purposes. However, most of the visitors paid little attention to the center as such,
as it is still in the process of being developed. Concerning foreign tourists, the area that received
most attention was located at the connecting road between Moung Kham and Pong Yaeng Nai,
which was valued for its scenic beauty on both sides of the road and simultaneousty offered an

opportunity to study the local and traditional way of life.

Concerning problems, obstacles and limiting factors in service and management of agro-

tourism in Moung kham, the study found the following results:

1. The organizational set-up used for the delegation of work and responsibilities was, as yet, not
clearly structured.

2. The responsible officers of the local NGO and GO showed a lack of knowledge concerning
service and management of a tourist-site.

3. Moung Kham lacks a permanently established yearly budget.

4, The responsible NGO and GO is under-staffed.

5. There is a lack of coordination between the different organizations.

6. There are conflicts within and outside of the community.

The result of the study conceming principles for service and management of the tourist
site, indicates a need for training and knowledge transfer regarding tourism for the concerned
personnel. A master-plan for the general management of tourism within the village should be
developed by all concerned groups. Areas shonld be divided according to purpose in tourism, e.g.

an area for the demonstration of work and an area for recreational purposes, and in accordance



with local geographical features and social conditions. Buildings shonid be developed according
to purpose in tourism and to promote an increase in the number of tourists. Local agricultural and
processed products should be supported and developed to achieve a higher quality in order to

improve their competitive edge on the outside market.

What is most urgently needed is a coordination of the cooperation between the local
populace and concermned NGO’s and GO’s within and from outside of the village. Current
conflicts at the study site should be resolved by building unity in order to promote the negotiation
position for tocal products on the outside market, as well as increase the participation of the local

population in providing tourist services and management.



