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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study significant factors affecting the
quantity of planting sweet orange trees in Amphoe Thoen area of Changwat Lampang. The
target group of this study was agriculturists ( farmers) who planted the orange trees not less
‘than twenty seven frees per family. The sample consisted of 120 houschold leaders in Tambon
Lomrad, Tambon MacPa, Tambon Mae Thod and Tambon Thoen Buri, Amphoe 'Thoen,
Changwat Lampang. With the wuse of random sampling method, a setof questionaires
and non-structured interviewing were used in data collection. Data were analysed by
descriptive  statistics, consisting of freguency  distribution, percentage, and Chi-square
analysis statistics.

The results of the research showed as that according to the current
circumstances, the majority of the farmers planted sweet orange trees with other
supplementary crops for their extra income. According to the current circumstances, the
majority of the farmers plant sweet orange trees with other supplementary crops for their
exira income. According to an analysis of relation between the number of sweet orange
trees and significant factors. The findings of this study indicated that several problems

appeared as follows:



1. The most important problem was that it took the farmers a long time to
nourish sweet orange trees before the harvesting season came.

2. Lack of capital for purchasing agricultural implements, the farmers had in
sufficient income to purchase some agricultural implements as required.

3. The disadvantages in production and marketing. The farmers were offered
Low prices for sweet oranges by middlemen. People preferred other kinds of fruits to sweet
oranges. This problem discouraged the farmers and caused them to reduce their production of
sweet oranges.

| 4. Problems in public relations. The Agricultural extension officers had li&Ie

knowledge of efficient method of cultivating sweet oranges. There was no government policy
for supporting this cultivation.

5. Problems in beliefs, Social value : The study revealed that the local
people rarely used sweet oranges in their religious ceremonies. Therefore, the local

identity began to disappear.

Recommendations

(1) The govemment should support and encourage the farmers to plant
this kind of fruit trees. The provincial policy should be made, and its should be
emphasized in supporting the cultivation of sweet oranges trees.

(2) The government should encourage people to appreciate the value
‘and the importance of sweet oranges by publishing books and spreading the knowledge
and information about sweet oranges tb the public. The government should instill sense of
conservation of thiskind of fruit into public minds, especially the young generation.

(3) The government should provide researchers with sufficient fund to

subsidize the research projects to study sweet oranges in various aspects.




