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Abstract

This study is a survey research. It has three purposes: (1) to‘study orchard farming in Fang,
Chiangmai Province; (2) to study the environmental impacts of chemical use by orchard farmers; (3)
to study the net benefits of studied orchard farms and the ratic between gross incomes and gross
capitals. The survey sample included 282 orchard owners in Fang, Chiangmai Province. Data was
collected by interview method and analyzed to determine statistic frequency and percentage.

Research findings show the following, Average farming size is not less than 10 rai,
generally located in both low and high‘elevation. Orchard farmers made significant earnings. The
farmers felt chemical use was unavoidable; their use of chemical adhered to the standard use at the
moderate level and the majority of orchard farmers were not convinced that Integrated Pest
Management (IMP) would be as good as chemical use.

This study recommends (1) greater collaboration between the state and the private sectors in
disseminating accurate information about chemical use, namely the benefits and dangers of chemical
use fo users, consumers, and the environment; (2) an educational program for orchard farmers about
Tntegrated Pest Management via private counseling, seminars, and workshops. It is also necessary
that the government seriously regulate import of dangerous chemicals such as mevinphos and

monocrotophos.



