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Abstract

The objectives of the study, entitied “the Concepts of Selecting Legal Measures to
Reinforce Environmental Law in Rural Areas : A Case Study of Different Levels of Local
Administrative Organizations in Chiang Mai Province”, were to study internal and external
factors influencing the implementation of those measures, to' compare the selection of
concepts of the local administrative offices of different ciasses and sizes, and to compare

those influencing factors among the offices.

The data of the study were collected by using questionnaires from 114 samples : 57
from the first class local administrative offices, and 57 from the fifth class offices. Data analysis
was composted of percentage, frequency distribution by using the SPSS packaged program,

and then, presented in the forms of tables and statistic values.

The study found that nearly sixty percent of the samples preferred using political
measures to solve their local environmental problems, followed by criminal measures and civil
measures, respectively. Both internal and external factors played an important role in the

selection and implementation of those measure.

After comparing the concepts of selection and implementation of legal measures to

solve local environmental problems, it was revealed that there was no significant difference



in the implementation and selection of poiitical measures between first and fifth class local
adminisirative offices. Both classes were not affected by other factors that might influence the

concepts in selecting legal measures despite thelr class differences.

Suggestions : Careful studies should be carried out before the implementation of
rural area development, especially direct and indirect effecis on local natural resources and
environment. The focus of the development should be put on the promotion of local people's
well-being, which would increase their quality of life. Concurrently, natural resources and
environment should be preserved and maintained af their highest level, utilizing them efficiently
and cost-effectively until generations to come. Government and private sectors, other
organizations as well as local people must coopetate and assist one another to find the most
appropriate measures best suitable for their communities, seeking preventive rather than

corrective measure so that probletms could be addressed at their root causes.




