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ABSTRACT

The study was conducted, firstly, to identify the roles and responsibility of the Local
Administrative Organization (LAO) in the management of natural resources and the
envirénment in the local area, secondly, to examine the attitudes and confidence of irrigated
water users towards water management of the LAO. Three hundred farmers using irrigated
water in Mae Wang — Kiew Lom Water Porject Canal 1 and 2 of Sadet Sub-district and
Canal 3 of Pichai Sub-district were used as the sampling group for this study. A set of
questionnaires was designed to gather data from the respondents. The data were statistically
analysed using frequency distribution, percentage, means, standard deviation and one — way
analysis of variance. The hypothesis of the study was that water users with different
socio-economic backgrounds had different degrees of attitude and confidence in water
management of the LAQ,

The results of the study indicated that :

(i) Water users displayed low degree on attitudes towards and confidence in the
irrigated water management of LAO ; they showed low degree of understanding in the roles

and responsibility of the LAO in the management of irrigated water. The work of LAO was



viewed as that in response to the national policy ; and LAO was shown to have low degree of
understanding of problems and solutions of water use in agriculture.

(ii ) The economic factors of the respondents, ie. income, farming expenses, and
landsize, affected the attitudes and confidence. However, the amount of labour use in
agricﬁlture affected their éttitudes towards and confidence in water management. Water users
required both family and outside farmily labour to asist with farm activities. This might
coniribute to the significant difference in attitude and confidence.

( iii ) The social factors, i.e. receiving irrigated water area, water users connection to
the area, and distance from the canal to the farming area did not significantly affect the
attitude and confidence.

The relationships between water users and the member of LAO, participation in LAQ
activities, and types of crop significantly affected the attitude and confidence. Water users
who participated in different LAQO activities had different attitude and confidence. Similarly,
water users who planted both irrigated rice and non — irrigated rice had different attitude and

confidence from water users who planted only irrigated rice as the main crop.



