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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study (1) derivation and
application of local wisdom in using medicinal plants, (2) factors affecting the use of
local wisdom in using medicinal plants in rural area.

- The Sample consisted of 14 traditional healers and 70 patients, who were
successfully treated by the traditional healers in Tambon Mai Sai, Tambon Tun,
Tambon San Pa Muang and Tambon Tum of Amphoe Muang, Changwat Phayao.
Quantitative and in-depth interviewed data were collected using a set of interviewing
format, questionnaires (Check list), and observation. Data analyses including frequency
distribution, percentage distribution, and Pearson’s Product Moment Coefficient of
Correlation.

The results of the research showed as follow :

(1) Traditional healers and patients used their local wisdom of using



medicinal plants to heal patients with general illness that could be healed and those
with unhealable diseases by medical doctors. The researcher also found that there
was some network of using and healing by medicinal plants.

_ (2) In case of derivation and application of medicinal plants, the sample
group applied medicinal plants at an intermediate level. Most people were traditional
healers who applied such local wisdom: from their teachers, parents, monks and
senior people through informal learning process, knowledge achieved from ancient
books and experiences, teaching and application of using medicinal plants formally
and’ informally, was significant. Specially, the application of local wisdom was found
that the traditional healers applied their local wisdom in forms of belief in the causes
of illness, healing by medicinal plants and magic, harvesting the herbs in various
places, storing, classification and deformation.

(3) The social and cultural factors affecting local wisdom application
were found not significantly different. However, the economic factors (occupation and
income) and the environmental factors (sources of natural herbs and household herbs)
affecting the local wisdom application of using medicinal plants significantly. The

sample groups, who were farmers, unemployed and those who had low income, used
medicinal plants be themselves as one of their alternative healthcare.

The study recommended that the rural people should be encouraged to
awax:e' and make use of medicinal plants and local wisdom. They should be
encouraged to - participate in local wisdom reviving, conserving and recovering
biodiversity of medicinal plants, so that the medicinal plants would be used

sustainably.



