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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were 1) to study pesticide use among farmers in
Tambon San Sai Luang, Amphoe San Sai, Changwat Chiang Mai, 2) to find the relationships
between personal background, socio-education and economic factors of farmers and pesticide
application, and 3) to investigate problems and obstacles of pesticide application.

The target group was one hundred and forty-four farmers from Moo 3 Tambon San
Sai Luang, Amphoe San Sai Changwat Chiang Mai. Data collection was done through
questionnaires and observation. Statistical techniques used were percentage, arithmetic mean,
standard deviation, t-test and Pearson product moment correlation coefficients.

The majority of farmers in the present study had an average age of 45 years old. Most
farmers had primary school education with 20 years of farming experience and with 7.7 Rai
of holding arca. Most farmers grew rice once a year and soybeans, tomatoes, beans, chilis as a
second crop with an average annual income of 22,581 Baht. Most of them indicated that they
had never attended any training course on pesticide application, but they learned from their

neighbors and chemical suppliers (shop) instead.



Farmers managed rather proper technigqnes before and during pesticide application,
for example preparing apparatus before wusing, identifying pesticide, reading pesticide
instruction labels. Most farmers did not smoke, drink or eat while in the process of chemical
application. They dressed properly and did destroy chemical containers after use. However,
they did not follow some practices, for exampleno labelling of pesticide used after

 application in the field. Furthermore they did not clean themselves, clean the apparatus or
destroy pesticide containers immediately after spraying.

Most farmers had same problems | and obstacles of high cost of pesticides,use
pesticide resistance. Some farmers lacked of knowledge and experiences on safe pesticide
use. Therefore, training on safe pesticide use is recommended.

From the present study, providing of training on safe-use and proper application of

pesticides for farmers and pesticides’ shop owners is recommended.



