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Abstract

This study probed historical background and developmenfs of Sai Thong
Village community forest management, the issue of participation and factors related to
people's participation in such management. Specifically, it examined such factors as
amount of land tilled by households, benefit gained from the forest and obtained
information regarding community forest.

The research was of both quantitative and qualitative nature. It sought needed
information from 10 key informants and heads or members of 100, out of 130, househalds
residing in Sai Thong Village, Number 16, Pasak Sub-district, Muang Lamphum District
of Lamphun Province.

Instruments used to gather needed datafinformation were a questionnaire,
interviews and nonparticipant observations. Data analysis was made possible via the
SL-MICRO program deriving arithmetic means, standard deviation and Pearson-type

correlation.



Findings were as follows:

Sai Thong Village was socially and culturally similar to other typical Northern
villages. It was found to have been able to successfully tackle its water crises generated
by outsiders encroaching on and destroying its community forest. The village had a
tightly knitted social networks and relations system capable of transmitting its age-old
local wisdom to later generations through forest-related community beliefs and rituals.

It wés also found to have been possessing and practicing community forest
management approaches for more than 40 years. Throughout the period it was able to
appropriately refine and adjust forest preservation and protection rules and regulations in
congruence with its ever changing natural environment and community needs. The
result was that the community and its forest were able to coexist justly and sustainably
amidst social, economic and political changes impinging from the outside and constantly
impacting both the community and its resources.

Each household held an average of 4.7 rai of land. Most benefited fairly from the
forest. Most household activities intended for such benefits did not cause harm to the
ecological system, forest and environment. Members of the community obtained a fair
degree of community forest-related information via their neighbors -and the Village
loudspeaker system. They also reported a fair level of participation in community forest
management affairs. “Such reported obtained benefits and information were found to
have significantly been correlated with community forest management participation at the
0.05 level. However, the amount of land held by househclds was not significantly

correlated with such participation.



