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- Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the social and economic effects
resulting from the promotion of sustainable agricultural projects for export in Tambon Maesuk,
Amphur Chae Hom, Changwat Lampang . | '

The method of study was a compilation of data from documents and
academic texts, summary reports from the development plans and guidelines for agricultural
development of Tambon Maesuk, supporting project for farm production, questionnaires and
personal inteviews with local agricultural officials and officials related. Nonparticipant
observations were used with the farmers practicing traditional farming and those practicing
newly-introduced consistent farming methods. Observations were also used with the social and
cconomic results of traditional farming and the newly introduced programs. Data were
analysed by frequency classification, grouping, and setting up data- relationships according fo

the objectives and scope of the study.



The conclusions of the study were as follows.

The traditional farming methods in Tambon Maesuk namely lowland and
upland rice crops for domestic consumption and cash sale, maize for animal feeds, virginia
tobacco cash crops requiring chemical fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides for production to sell to
three local tobacco curing stations had effects upon the farmers.

Continuous use of chemicals caused ill-health and quality of life for farmers
who clinged on the miraculous pfoduction increase through chemicals.

Quick caéh léd to over spending on luxurious life style, which became a
hardship when one had to adjust to dwindling income . Many farmers left home for job
prosp.ect elsewhere after dirrﬁnishing pfoduction, causing economic drawbacks for the area.

Negative effects on environment were the deterioration of soil quality, the
poliuted groung water, and the loss of nature balance damaging bio-diversity of plants and
animals, many species disappeared.

The promotion of sustainabie agricultural projects for export by growing
fresh farm produce w.as very satisfactory. The use of naturally composed fertilizers and the
extracts of “Sadao” (a variety of quinine plant) for pest-control plus human labor weed control
had positive effects. The expeﬁse balance indicated a higher yield than that of chemical
farming methods.

As the results, the farmers recovered and developed better health from the
using'of natural fertilizefs, natural pésf-contrdl, and natural farm methods inherited from their
forefathers. The chemical — free produce benefited everyone allowing the farmers to be self-
sufficient and participating in social development.

Economically, farmers developed steady income altracting the runaway labor
to retrun home, creating sensible and appropriate frugal spending in their daily life.
The environment improved progressively, with better soil quality, clean water,

and the bio-diversity of plants and animals returned to the area of Tambon Maesuk.



