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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the philosophy, concept and methods of
community forest management of the Karen people at Ban Mae Chong Phai village, Tambon
Huay Or, Amphoe Long, Changwat Phrae.

In this research, both qualitative and quantitative data were collected by means of
questionnaires, interviews, observations and discussions with community leaders and senior
members of the village. Then, the data were classified and analyzed by using descriptive
statistic and percentage. Following is the result of the research ;

Philosophy The Karen at Ban Mae Chong Phai village has an outstanding philosophy
which make them different from those of other tribes. They do believe in superstition like their
ancestors did. Their belief in forest and ceremony is based on holy spirits, nymphs, ghosts, and

ancestor spirits. The Karen's ways of life are mostly bound to the forest. They believe that



these supernatural powers or beings are able to cause good or bad effect to them and their
community, Therefore, a traditional ceremony to pay homage to ancestor s spirits and other
spirits is still in practice.

Concept In the past, Karen people moved from place to place very often. Life was
difficult then. Once they had settled down in a fertile land, they thought about reserving the
forest. Karen people have close relationship with it. They know that a smail brook is a result of
a fertile land. They also know that a fertile forest is a very good resource for foods and herbs.
They know that they could not survive without a forest. Then they want to conserve it in
perfect conditions.

Ban Mae Chong Phai community forest management The Karen at Ban Mae Chong
Phai village has a very high potential in forestry management. They have a very strong leader.
They have set up rules and regulations with a very effective enforcement in their community
regarding forestry management. For example, no cutting of trees in conservation area for any
purpose, no selling of stuffs from forest, no burning in the forest, building of fire protection
line and clear forest border. Furthermore, the villagers will not give suitable cooperation to any
outsider who wish to seek advantage from the community forest. The vi]lager’s good attitude

toward forest conservation enable Ban Mae Chong Phai community forest to be fertile.



