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Abstract

The study of “Women’s Role and Patterns of Native Plant Management : A Case
Study of Ban Mai-Santisuk, King Amphog Pupieng, Changwat Nan” was intended to examine
the role of women and methods of managing native plants used as herbs and for consumption. It
examined the form of management, including factors affecting how the plants were managed by
women and changes,

This qualitative research employed various methods in data collection such as
informal interviews, observation, participation in activities and group discussion in order to
exchange views.

The results of the study showed that the following factors affecting how women
managed native plants as follows ;

1. Their necessity as food : Women in their role as mothers were concerned that
their families and relatives were properly fed.

2. Their necessity as herbs : In the past there were experts in the use of indigenous
knowledge for health care. Nowadays, even though the government ernphasized modern health
care for citizens at all levels and has instilled a populér belief in its use, herbal medicine
continued to be regularly used in every household.

3. Their necessity for use for various purposes, for example as shampoo by the

middle aged and elderly, and popularity for use in raising livestock. Since the plants occurred



naturally and were easy to find, they provided as a mean for saving money on the purchase of
prepared animal feed.

4. Their necessity to beliefs and ceremony : Many varieties of plants were
connected with beliefs, culture, customs and ceremonies that people’s ancestors had
accumulated through experience, and were used for bringing about beliefs, restrictions and
action.

5, Their necessity to economic activities : Native plants were important to The way
of life of people in the community. Many varieties provided villagers with income.

In summary, women played an important role in the survival of their families due to
their position as producers and providers of care. They have developed ways of working with
people of many generations, making plans for future production through the processing and
management of native plants, leaming from others and transferring knowledge to future
generations.  Although women carried out many activities that took on many forms,
nevertheless, both men and women to a person had a similar goal, building security for their

families.



