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Abstract

At present the problems of natural resources and environment are important and in
crisis. It is important that we cooperate to solve these problems immediately. Women have a
very important role in managing natural resources and environment.

This study focuses on Tambon Women Development Committee {TWDC). The
objectives bf this study are study: the extent of knowledge, underStanding and actual roles of
the TWDC in the promotion and conservation of nature and environment: the relationship
between the factors that support their work; and the roles of TWDC including the problems
encountered in their work in natural resources and environmental promotion and
conservation.

This study included 115 women who were TWDC in Amphoe Hang Chat, Changwat
Lampang. Collection consisted of questionnaires, documentary, analysis, interviews and
informal observations. Data were analysed by the use of Statistical Package for Social
Science program. The results of this study showed that the women in the study were between
41 - 30 years of age, almost married, with an average family member size of 3, had primary
school education, with agriculture as their main occupation and a gross income of 9,056 Bath
person/person/menth. From the study, the knowledge and understanding of TWDC in their
roles and duties as TWDC were at a moderate level and in the conservation of nature and

environment at a high level. TWDC has been supported in their work by government officials,
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non governmental organization, local organizations and general public. The level of work
supporting and supplying information were at a high level. Most of the TWDC thought that
men and women had egual roles. The roles of TWDC in natural resources and environmental
protection and conservation were receiving supports for their work with information. The
problems encountered in the TWDC’s work were that the people and local leaders lacked the
conscience and the realization of the problems of natural resources and envirenment, and the
TWDC lacked of confidence in their knowledge, management and promotion of natural

resources and environment.
Based on this study, the recommendations were as follow.

Suggestions for TWDC : The TWDC should cooperate with the government officials
and related organizations for their supports in academic, budget, materials, media and
information about natural resources and environment to TWDC, local organization and general
pubtic. This was to create the conscience and realization of environmental problems. TWDC
should campaign to raise fund for its activities involving natural resources and environment.
TWDC should build up a women network to help cooperating and conducting the work

concerning environment.

Suggestions for the officials ; All levels of officials should support the TWDC in
academic, budget, materials, media and information about natural resouces and environment
including the follow-up of the TWDC's work closely and continuously. Those supports should
help creating confidence and morale in their work. There should be a technical support for
projects fo develop occupations appropriate to the area and the people’s needs to increase

income and reduce the use of natural resources of their community.



