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ABSTRACT

This study has two main objectives namely : (1) To study the physical
environmental changes ; waste, water, air, visual pollution, traffic and noise and (2) to
identify the factors influencing the physical environmental changes according to the
opinion of Chiangmai inhabitants, local dwellers and tourists at the tourist destination of
Phra Thart Doi-Suthep temple, Chiangmat.

The data were obtained through qualitative and quantitative technique. The data
were collecfed by document studies and through observation, structured interviews and
310 questionnaires.

The results of the study can be summarized as follows : (1) The physical
environmental conditions have changed during the last 10 years. The problems of waste
and traffic are the most critical ones and must be solved urgently. In addition, the
condition of water, air, visual poliution and noise have c¢hanged negatively to a
moderate degree and need to be soived soon. (2) The factors influencing the physical

environmental changes are the construction of Srivichai Road and tourism promotion



which have led to increased numbers of tourists, local dwellers and vehicles.
In addition, the temple activities, the beliefs of Chiangmai inhabitants and ineffective
management in parking lots, waste problems, water problems and shops also have
contributed to the changes in the physical environment.
From a review of related studies as well as from the results of this study, It is
suggested that much more research on the carrying capacity of tourist destinations
. should be conducted by scholars as such studies would be very useful for a more

effective management of tourism in Thailand.



