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Abstract

The purposes of this study were 1) to examined the social impact,
following resettlement of the aﬁected‘ community; 2) to analyze the Electricity
Generating Authority of Thailand's (EGAT) social impact analysis in its
preparations for the resettlement scheme; and 3) to compare EGAT's social
impact an'alysis with that established by the conceptual framework. The study
area was the Moh Louang community, Ban Thapratun-Nakaem, Mae Moh District,
Lampang Province, a migrant population comprising 1,500 households.

This study, essentially of a qualitative nature, relied on interviews,
observations, focus group discussions to obtain crucial information for
classification, correlation and analysis. On this basis and through these means,

events encountered during field study were analysed and interpreted.



Furthermore, guantitative data and statistical analysis were also used to
supplement the qualitative approach.

This study found that EGAT’s expansion plans resulted in a relocation of
the Moh Luang community and had a negative impact on its members. The
Authority did not give due regard to and concern for the potential social impact of
its expansino. Relocation/ resettlement plans did not fake into consideration
community ways of life, social and cultural bonds, etc. As a result, the community’s
physical and natural environment management patterns were drastically altered,
sending shock waves thought the existing demographic structureand, in some
cases, casing, conflicts to arise between newcomers and the older inhabitants.

Thus, the community was relocated, villagers came to settle under
resentment from the older inhabitants, resutting in fragile social relationships. It will
certainly be a time-consuming process, gi\l/en the rather unfavorable social
context, for the previous social harmony to be restored to the community.

This unfortunate situation came alboout despite the fact that EGAT had, in
the past, undertaken a number of relocation and resettlement schemes, gaining
considerable technical know-how are experience. A lack of serious concemn for
carefully planned social impact analysis on the part of EGAT seems to be the best
explanation for the resulting social conflicts and fragility in the case of the Moh

Luang community.



