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Abstract

The purposes of this descriptive study were to study the hazardous prevention
behavior and related factors on pesticide application of farmer risk group in Bang Rachan
District, Sing Buri Province. The study sample were 240 farmers in risk group, selected by multi-stage
sampling method. Data were collected using questionnaire that constructed by the researcher.
The data were analyzed by descriptive statistics , Chi-square test and general linear model.

The results of this study revealed that the majority of farmer risk group {73.8 %) were
male in the age group of 41-50 years (39.6 %). About 83.8 percent had a primary level of
education; and 62.9 percent had adequate income. Most of them(89.6 %) cultivated rice. As for
their exposure to their experience on pesticide usage was 15 years. Most of them used pesticide
in the morning. About 56.7 percent followed the quantity limitation instructed on the label;
38.3 percent used only one type of pesticide, whereas 31.3 percent used two types and 30.4 percent
used more than two types of pesticide. About 80.0 percent of farmer risk group had never had
any symptotns of pesticide poisoning.

The majority of farmer risk group had hazardous prevention behavior on pesticide
application at a medium level. Only 64.2 percent had applied pesticide approprately, for

example, selecting pesticide that had correct instruction label, reading pesticide instruction label



before using. They were dressed properly to prevent them form touching chemical. They bathed
and soaped well after chemical application, and they did not reuse chemical containers. However,
it was found that there were some improper behaviors; for example, they did not wear gloves
while opening chemical containers. They did not destroy empty pesticide containers by burying
but selling them out.

From the analysis of covariance by general linear model, it was showed that sex, age,
knowledge and practice of hazardous prevention on pesticide application were statistically related
to hazardous prevention behavior on pesticide application of farmer risk group.

It is suggested that both government sector and non-government organizations
concgmed should provide proper knowledge, understanding and practice in using and preventing
hazards on pesticide application to the farmer risk group. Moreover, the knowledge provided to
farmer risk group should be focused on appropriate practice that farmer risk group should know
and understand in using and preventing hazards on pesticide application. Furthermore, the media
used in providing knowledge should be easily and continuously accessible by farmer risk group
inclul:ling some indirect targets, such as family members, chemical snllppliers (shop), and chemicat

sellers.



