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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effect of economic plant promotion on
fhe persistence of local plants in Baan Mae Kha Nil Nuea employing participatory approach.
Information was collected through the use of participatory observation, questionnaire, physical
survey, photography, conversation and focus group discussion. The study had been conducted
during March-April, 2002.

The study revealed that Baan Mae Kha Nil Nuea was one of the villages where had
well maintained the surrounded forest, resulting the persistence of at least 178 species including
24 varieties of mushroom and 8 varieties of bamboo shoot. The introduction of economic plants
into the village had direct impact on local species in that it replaced the local plants growing
areas. It also indirectly affected them through the villagers’ plant consumption pattern. Villagers
were seen buying vegetable from the village grocery’s store instead of gathering the needed plants
naturally grew. The villagers increasingly depended on ready-to-eat food which came in plastic
bag in stcad of cooking it themselves. There was no longer transmission of knowledge of food
preparation and making use of local plants from the old generation to the new one resulting the
disappearance of local wisdom and local plants losing its significance in the villagers’ way of

living.



Persistence of local species depended on the retention and utilization of it as well as
adapted the economic plant production more closely to the nature, These included the control and
reduction of chemical uses in killing insects and weeds. The involved agencies should promote
the use of organic fertilizer, implementing zoning measure, and taking good care of the near by
forest which would not only help retain the local plants but also sustain their uses in the villagers’

life.



