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Abstract

The objective of this study was to determine knowledge in prescribing of antimicrobial
agents and to identify factors affecting knowledge in prescribing of antimicrobiat agents of health
center officers , Mukdahan Province. The factors explored included personal characteristics such
as gender , age , education , working position and working experience , and other factors such as
participation in professional conferencés and in self learning. The study population was 215
health center officers currently practising in Mukdahan Province, The sample was the total
population. The data collection method was mail questionnaire. The questionnaires were
pretested for content validity and reliability (Cronbach o = .73). A total of 130 questionnaires
were usable , yielding a response rate of 60.5%. Quantitative data were analyzed by using
descriptive and inferential statistics (significance level of P < .05) ; and qualitative data were

analyzed by using content analysis.



The results show that level of global knowledge concerning prescribing of antirnicrobial
agents of health center officers was moderate. While the knowledge regarding indications , dose
and usage were quite good , the knowledge with regard to duration of treatment was moderate.
Furthermore, the knowledge about cautions and contraindications was unsatisfactory, Female
officers had significantly better knowledge than did male officers (P = .021). Age , education ,
working position , working experience and other factors such as participation in professional
conferences and in self learning by reading books , magazines , journals , watching television ,
talking to public health personnels and listening to radio were not significantly related 1o the
knowledge level. However, internet searching was significantly related to the knowledge level.
The officers who searched the internet had better knowledge than those who did not search the
internet (P = .024).

It is suggested that programs or interventions to improve knowledge in prescribing of

antimicrobial agents of health center officers in Mukdahan Province be needed.



