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Abstract

The objective of the study was to evaluate the quality of life of O to 6
year-old children whose either or both parents died of AIDS. Study populations
were 203 children 0 to 6 year-old; 89 children whose either or both parents died of
AIDS (the AIDS orphans), 12 children whose either or both parents had HIV
infection and were still alive, and 102 whose parents were stili alive and neither of
them were infected with HIV (the comparison group). The study was conducted in
Ban Thi and Muang Disfricts of Lamphun from June to July 1999, Informafion was
collected by direct interviewing with the children’'s direct care takers and by
performing direct physical examination. Quality of life was measured by means of
structured questionnaires on basic need assessment for children referring to the
national standard. Comparisons of quality of life among the groups were analyzed
using the exact probability test, the Kruskal-Wallis test and the multiple regression
analysis. '

After controlling for gender, age and HIV sero-status of the children, the

quality of life in nutritional and hygienic domain, and in physical ability domain



among the 3 groups were not different. The quality of life in psycho-emotional,
intellectual and social well-being domain, and in educational domain of the AIDS
orphans were lower than the reference group (p = 0.008 and p = 0.003}), leading to
lower total quality of life {(p = 0.001). There was some evidence showing that the
quality of life in physical ability domain, in psycho-emotional, intellectual and social
well-being domain and in educational domain of children whose either or both
parents had HIV infection were lower than the reference group. HIV sero-status
resulted in lower total quality of life and the quality of life in all domains except in
educational.

The results of the study indicated that lower quality of life was
experienced not only among the AIDS orphans, but also among children whose
either or both parents had HiV infection. Responsible organizations should
consider providing support to children who were affected by AIDS deaths in either

group, in order to alleviate the intensity of AIDS impact on children in the future.



