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Abstract

The objective of this cross-sectional descriptive study was to ecvaluate the
output and the impact on the bpisthorchiasis control programme in Lampang province.
The sampies consisted of 690 persons aged over 15 years who lived in all districts.
Subjects were selected by multi-stage random sampling method. The study instrument was
an interview schedule, developed by the investigator. Data collection was conducted by
using a questionnaire to interview one subject from each household and stool examination
by Kato’s thick smear for the detection of Opisthorchis eggs. Data were analyzed and
described in terms of frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation.

The result revealed that the output evaluations of the Opisthorchiasis control
which consisted of 3 parts, knowledge, attitude and practice, were as follows : Most of
samples had a moderate level of knowledge about liver fluke accounted for 60.1%. 27.3%
and 12.6% of subjects had high and low knowledge level respectively. Most of them,
73.6%, bad a good attitude towards preventing and controlling of liver fluke infestation

and the rest had moderate attitude level. The subjects mostly had low risk of liver fluke



infestation accounted for 76.7% but some correct behaviors were low. Subjects, however,
had proper ecating habit for only 12.6% and used latrine regularly for 52.8%. For the
impact on the Opisthorchiasis control, the result showed that the prevalence of
Opisthorchiasis was 23.3%. In addition to data analysis mentioned, the level of knowledge
was found to have significant association with attitude (p<.05). The risk level of
Opisthorchiasis was also significantly associated with the detection of Opisthorchis eggs
(p <.05).

This study revealed that the prevalence of Opisthorchiasis was still higher than
the target level. The Opisthorchiasis control programme to reduce its prevalence should be
strongly implemented, particularly in eating and latrine-using habits as well as health
education to reach people as much as possible. This will be performed in accordance

with active case finding and proper treatment.



