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Abstract

The objectives of a qualitative study on community organization potential and
seff-reliance in priméry health care were to describe the potentiai of community
organization for self-reliance in primary health care and to identify the associated factors ;
soéial, economic and cultural. Two organizations in the communities were selected. One
was supported by the government and the other was supported by a non-governmental
organization. The methods of in-depth interviews_ and focus groups were used to collect
information from key informants: the administration and management committee of this
organization were community leader that took the direct organizational responsibilities.

The results showed that the two studied organizations had self-reliance
characteristics in individual or group who voluntarily organized. Without laws or regulations

of the government or working unit stipulating to do so. They could be able to conduct



primary health care activiies with the local resources such as manpower,
knowledge/technology, budget and the resources from inira and inter-communities :
using primary health care working management that gives the benefit to many people in
the community. Three main factors which were associated with the potential of community
organization in primary heaith care were social factors, i.e., education, politics, community
size, population ratio, communication network, social groups, community unity and group
cooperation, attitude for externél unity and support; eccnomical foctors, i.e., occupational,
local establishments and economic lifestyles; cultural factors, i.e., general lifestyle, local
housing and local culture festivals.

All of factors were tétally bound and related to the community organization
potential for self-reliance in primary heaith care. if the factors were to change it might affect
the potential of community organization in both bad and good, and both direct and indirect
result. Before doing something to develop the community, it is necessary to study the
potential of community organization for seif-reliance in primary health care. The resulis of
this study would be expected to give the benefit to interested persons and organizations for
a guide-line application in organizational development, management system and primary
health care operations. This benefit can help the community o have the sustainable self-

reliance in health care and community public health development.



