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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the antimicrobial drug usage for family
health care by houscwives. Two hundred housewives in Muang district Uttaradit province were
selected by multistage randomization method. The subjects were interviewed by using
questionnaires. The data were analyzed by descriptive statistics and One Way Analysis of
Variance.

It was found that the samples had an average age of 39.9 years old. Most of them
were 30-39 years old and married. The education level of most people in samples was primary
school and their career was agriculture. Their major family income was less than 5,000 baht
per month. The majority were not village health volunteers and had never been taught or
attended any course about antimicrobial drugs. Television was the main source of public heaith
information » and health officers gave them knowledge of the antimicrobial drug usage. The
places where the samples bought the antimicrobial drug were grocery stores, and they made
their own decision in buying drugs. The majority used the drugs for upper respiratory tract
infections. Some of them used the drugs for non-infectious disease. It was found that the
majority used the drugs for less than five days and did not know the name of antimicrobial

drugs. For upper respiratory tract infections, the samples gave the antimicrobial drug to



children for a longer periﬁd than the other groups of family members, with a statistically
significant difference of p<.05. Patients who received the antimicrobial drug from a hospital
used the drug more correctly than those who received it from other places, with a statistically
significant difference of p<.05, as they took the drug for more than five days. In conclusion,
the correct usage of the antimicrobial drug of the samples was relatively fair. They took the
drugs for an incorrect period and at the wrong times, and also stored it incorrectly,

From this study, the result showed that to make the housewives more concern and
aware of antimicrobial drug usage, there should be training courses about antimicrobial drug

usage for housewives by public health officers. Moreover, the media used for distributing

antimicrobial drug usage should be a television.



