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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to find out the factors of child attendants and
child health centers influencing caries experiences of preschool children and to study parentaf
factors contributing to high and low caries experiences of preschool children in child health
center at  Ao-Luk District  Krabi Province.  The study samples , which were ramdomiy
selected , were consisted of 267 preschool children , 113 parents of children with caries
experiences and 20 child attendants. The purposive samping was used to drawn 7 child
attendants and 16 parents of the children who had high and low caries experience. The
instruments used in this study were caries index of deciduous teeth while the questionnaire
and in-depth interview were used for parents and child attendents. Descriptive statistics was
uesd for data analysis and chi- square test was used for hypothesis testing.

The study revealed that the caries prevalance in deciduous teeth of preschool
children was as high as 91.39 percent. The mean caries experience was 7.3 teeth per

person, and that child attentdants possess rather sound knowledge , atiitude and pratices



in terms of oral health care of the children. When the child health centers were taken into
consideration , 1t was found that toothbrushing after lunch was promoted and the center
staffs had been previously frained. However , oral examination has not yet been conducted
due to inadequated materials for toothbrushing and lacking of regular follow up by oral health
officers. it was also found that the income of parents and the frequency of sweets
consumption were significiantly related to the high and low caries experience of preschool

children.



