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ABSTRACT

This research was to study the impact of and the process to manage the impact of
It Mon production on the health of the people in Chang Thong Village, Suthep Sub-district,
Mueang Mai District. The research involved all concerned sides including the representatives of
the people in the area, the entrepreneurs of the /t Mon production, community leaders, public
health volunteers, and the officers from the concerned government agencies. The study employed
the a participatory action research collecting information through formal and informal interviews,
participant and non-participant observations, focus group discussion, and workshops basing on
participatory action research approach. The information was analyzed in term of descriptive
analysis to describe the phenomena and identify the phenomenon relationships that had occurred.

The findings reveal that the impact of [t Mon production on the people’s health could
be divided into three aspects. Firstly, the impact on physical health such as conjunctivitis
including the problem of eyes irritation respiratory tract such as coughing, sneezing, common
cold, and allergy, for instances. Secondly, the impact on mental health includes the anxiety,

frustration, and afraid of high level of dust contaminated in the air. Thirdly, the social impact



includes the misunderstandings and conflicts leading to the charge against the entrepreneurs.
All these impacts are concerned with the dust and ashes generated by the production.

The use of participatory action research (PAR) involved all the concerned sides
to realize the problem occurring, take part in the meeting to deal with the problem, plan, express
opinion, and make decision to derive the plans/projects leading to the process of managing the
impact of It Mon production. These include (1) the project on close brick oven, (2) the project on
setting up the water springer on the open brick oven roof, (3) the mobile health check project, (4)
career promotion project for the entrepreneurs, and (5) the activity to derive at the agreement to
reduce the conflict. The initiatives also include the participatory actions on plan/project
implementation and follow-up. It was found that the representatives of every side had taken part
in forming the rules and regulations for /t Mon producing career. They took part in the processes
of setting up the springer on the roof of the open-oven and carried out the mobile health check.
Most of the people were satisfied with the impact management. The projects on close brick oven
and career promotion for the entrepreneurs were under the process of designing the most
appropriate model. It could be concluded, that the participatory action research had stimulated the
sense of problem ownership which would lead to the management of the impact of It Mon

production on health on appropriate and sustainable bases.



