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ABSTRACT

Participatory approach for elderly development Pa-sak sub-district, Muang Lumphun
district, Lumphun was a Participatory Action Research (PAR) that stressed the importance of both
elderly inteliects and wisdom survey as well as participatory action research methodologies and
community development. The elderly intellects and wisdom had been collected and the
participatory approach for elderly development had been developed which had as well been
introduced and brought into action in local communities and related local administrative offices.
Participant observation and non-participant observation, formal and informal interview, dialogue
and focus group discussions were conducted including informal personal knowledge and opinion
exchanges. The related research documents were reviewed. The focus targeted groups were
elderly, research team members in local communities, commumity leaders and local
administrative officials. Descriptive and content analysis were then carried out in classification of
research objectives and finally reviewed in triangulation process.

The research revealed that the participatory action research approach had fostered the
recognition of the importance of development ammong the elderly which leads to the arrangement
of research team in local communities and data collecting of elderly intellects and wisdom in 18
villages. The elderly development approach had encouraged participatory activitics among

research team members and communities, brought out hidden ability and formed local



collaboration which influenced a special project to transfer the elderly intellects and wisdom to
their descendants in 4 schools in Pa-sak sub-district. The mentors are the elderly in communities
who would transfer their knowledge in local crafts as weaving—baskets and round bamboo
baskets—and embroidery containers made of banana leaf—Suaydok and Bay-sri. The research
téam in local communities was later on transformed into part of the elderly club committee whose
project budgets are supported by the Pa-sak Local Administrive Office. Although great
satisfactory responses were found in several aspects, the established collaboration during the
project should be constantly developed for greater results which will promote self-esteem to

elderly and spontaneous participation from all related local collaborators.



