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Abstract

The analysis of linguistic change in Yong word usage of three generations in Buak Khang
Sub-district, San Kamphaeng District, Chiang Mai Province was to compare the word usages of
the three generations of Yong people and analyze the changes in sound, term, and meaning of
Yong word in the area. The informants included 48 Yong people of both genders. The instruments
included a questionnaire and the table to record word usage. Data were analyzed in terms of
percentage and in the framework of linguistic change theories. The findings reveal that the word
usage of generation 1 (65-80 years old) had maintained the highest level of traditional word usage
followed by that of generation 2 (40-55 years old). Generation 3 (15-30 years old) used the least
traditional words. Regarding the usage style, the most found one was using traditional words
along with those from other dialects or languages. In regard to the changes in sound, term, and
meaning, it was found that there were linguistic changes on consonant and vowel. Concerning the
term change, it was found that there were usages of traditional terms and those from other dialects
or languages. In regard to change in meaning, it was found that the interpretation had been

expanded and this linguistic change was found the most among generation 3 informants.



