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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to foster the abilities to solve mathematical word
problems and study thinking process of Prathom Suksa 6 students through the use of the model
method. The target group was consisted of 26 Prathom Suksa 6 students from the Supsomboon
Pitayakhom School, Muang Tak district, Tak province. The study was conducted during the
second semester of the 2009 academic year. The research tools included one lesson plan to
prepare students for the readiness of the utilization of the model method, eight lesson plans for
fostering ability to solve mathematical word problems using the method model, student journals,
teachers’ notes, observing forms to search the process of using the model method, interviewing
forms to infer the thinking process when students used the model method to solve word problems,
interviewing forms to examine the problem solving process, unit tests, and pre-post tests. The
learning activities were emphasizing on the ability to solve mathematical word problems using
the model method which was concrete in form. The data were collected before the learning
process started out along the plan set by pre-test. When each unit of the learning process was
finished, there was an assessment on the student’s learning of the unit. When all learning
processes had been done, the post-test was administered. The data were analyzed in terms of
percentage and the research report was in form of descriptive analysis. It was found that

(1) the students had higher ability in solving the mathematical word problems after using



the model method. At the pre-test, 7 students or 26.92% of all of them had passed the 65%
criterion. At the post-test, 25 students or 96.15% of all passed the 65% criterion, and (2) The
thinking process to solve mathematical word problems of students had begun with their drawing
the model basing on the information provided before assessing if the drawn model was relevant to
the given information. They then checked their understanding of the problem before choosing the
right mathematics operators to solve the word problem and came up with mathematics sentence,

and they used the model method to find the answer of the word problem.



