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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the agricultural changes and lifestyles
in various dimensions of farmers during 30 years in a community. Data were collected by the
use of in-depth interviews, participant and non-participant observations, and focus group
discussions. The collected data were examined, then, identified according to the issues,
grouped for further analyses and descriptively presented.

The research results were as follows.

Since 30 years ago (during BE. 2519-2548), changes, which were emerged in
“Ban Papai” community, Moo 2, Mae Pong sub-district, Doi Saked, Chiang Mai province,
could be described in each sequential period. In the first period during B.E. 2519-2528, the
villagers mostly produced agricultural products for self consumption, and the remainder was
sold out for earning additional incomes for securing their families. They mainly used animals
in the production with their own financial capitals, and with some inter-changes of labors
among the villagers on mutual help basis. Purchasing was conducted among the villagers
within the community. Their social relationships were rather rigidly connected, because most
of them still earned their living on agriculture within their community.

In the second period during B.E. 2529-2538, it was the time of increasing
production with more modern technology applications such as tractors, chemical substance
fertilizer, insecticide, labor and employment, and using banking loans from the Bank of

Agriculture and Agricultural Co-operatives (BAAC) for their investment. Their main



problem during this period was about the lower prices of agricultural products and produces,
resulting in being in debt and lacking of profit.

In the third period during B.E. 2539-2548, the villagers could adjust themselves
and their agricultural production techniques by reducing the production cost, such as using
bio-fertilizer instead of chemical substances, using rotating plantation system, mutual labor
exchanges, and using human labor as the main production capital. They also formed various
groups within the community as a tool to bargain with the middle men, and promoted some
old rituals and rites relating to agricultural production in order to encourage the villagers to
recognize more local community wisdom.

The local flifestyles relating to agricultural occupation facilitated the villagers to
involve in the community activities more frequently with more time with families, mutual
reliance among peers and cousins including recognition of rituals and traditions of the
communities. Those factors helped tying up the community relationships, bringing the
villagers with more information and perception. The villagers’ ways of living did still
continue as what had happened in the old days because of their occupations and residences
within the community.

However, the villagers with occupations outside the agricultural sector had less
relationship with their community because they had to work outside their community daily.
They had less opportunity to participate in the community activities with less time with their
families. They seemed to give less significance to the community’s rituals and traditions.

They had more relationship with the outsiders according to their existing occupations.



