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ABSTRACT

The main objectives of this qualitative research were to study the forest and fire
wood resource management relating to the Pga K 'nyau communities’ folk ways in the past
and current periods, and the factors and conditions affecting such management of the Pga
K’nyau community in Nonmonta-Morwaki village. The researcher collected data by the use
of formal and informal interviews, focus group discussions, formal and informal
observations, and community activity involvements. The collected data were, then, grouped
and analyzed relating to the research conceptual framework and objectives.

The results of the study were as follows.

1. The forest and fire wood resource management relating to the Pga K’'nyau
communities’ folk ways in the past and current periods.

1.1 The forest and fire wood resource management was found as a part of
the Pga K’nyau communities’ folk ways, both in the dimensions of social values and local
wisdom. The forest conservation management and recovery could be regarded as the social
mechanism functioning to control the forest utility application in their daily life. Thus, the

main living factors of the Pga K’'myau communities in the past related to the three



relationship dimensions. Those were the relationships between human and human, man and
nature, including man and super-natural beliefs among the people living in the forest.

1.2 Fire wood management of the Pga K’nyau communities.

The Pga K’nyau communities had a certain management pattern with
limited location of community forest, conservation forest, and residential forest.
The management structure system functioned to control the forest management, regulation
and rule reinforcement, and organizing mutual activities within the communities for further
conservation. The community members at the watershed network level was clearly found by
this research, though, at the current stage, the forest utility was divided among the community
members with their agreements and regulations. The activities were conducted among the
community members with involvements of the community forest committees at the
watershed networking level for the benefits of forest conservation and utilization. Patterns of
management and the use of local wisdom were applied in such activities through many
generations. The areas of fire wood collection were allocated clearly by the villagers with
types of woods and other prohibitions, resulting in sustainable resource utilization. Fire wood
collection pattern of the villagers was a part of the forest conservation and preservation
dimension. Currently, the villagers applied their local wisdoms in fire wood management to
show to the outsiders, particularly the government officials, about their living capacity with
the forest harmoniously and mutually. The management was found both practically and
conceptually through rituals, taboo, regulations and practices according to the villagers’
beliefs.

1.3 Resource management with relations to fire wood.

Pga K’nyau people’s folk ways have related to the forest and nature for
ages. The study found that they made use of their local wisdom in forest management and
conservation, and making use of forest, particularly, the communities that used fire wood.
Pga K’nyau compared the forest ironically as people life, without breath of the people was
interpreted as the space without forest and fire wood. So, if the place was without forest how

Pga K ’nyau would be able o live.



1.4 The factors and conditions affecting forest resource management within
the Nonmonta-Morwaki community context.

The study found that there were 4 factors and conditions as follows: (1) the
government policy toward forest conservation and area increasing; (2) conflicts between the
state and community; (3) organizations with internal and external supports; and (4) body of

knowledge and local wisdom.



