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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research, namely, Social adjustment of the tribal students in
Chiang Mai Welfare School: A Case Study of the Pga K nyau, were to study the adjustment
process of the tribal students of Chiang Mai Social Welfare school, and the factors and conditions
of such adjustment. Three groups of key informants were composed of ten school administrators
and teachers, and 29 students, whose data were used as this study’s contextual background, 3
individual students with different distance of their tribal communities from the school, and 10
students with different adjustability. Data were collected by the use of 2 sets of questionnaires, in-
depth interviews, focus group discussions, and observations in addition to documentary analyses.
All collected data were analyzed by using frequency distribution, percentage and descriptively
grouping relating to the research objectives.

The research results were as follows.

1. Adjustment process

There were 5 sequential steps of social adjustment of the Pga K’nyau tribal

students in Chiang Mai Welfare School. Those were perception, learning, decision-making, trial

and acceptation for further practices through group process, self-instructed learning, information



and knowledge exchanges. Generally speaking, the students learnt through various activities of
formal, nonformal, and informal education dimensions existing within their school.

2. Factors and conditions of the students’ social adjustment

Factors of the students’ social adjustment could be viewed in two dimensions — the
external and internal factors. The internal factors consisted of the students’ class attendance,
cultures and adjustment durations. The external factors consisted of the school curriculum and
contents, learning media, regulations, rules and teachers’ and school administrators’ qualifications
and assistance giving the students in a parenthood manner. Those factors functioned as a push
element for the students to perceive and exchange information and knowledge among their
teachers and different tribal peers. Those additional school factors also included the school
buildings and learning atmosphere in the sense of formal, informal and nonformal education that
always exited within the school.

Another group of external factors could be viewed as the community factors,
consisting of the students’ families, kinship system, tribal traditions and culture, and practices that
socialized them to be the Pga K nyau tribal members. Although, the influence of mass media,
information and culture from outside their tribal communities and the lowlanders’ modern life
came through the tribal students’ daily life as a life long learning approach, their practice still
mostly in existence.

This research found that the adjustment conditions of the individual students were
varied, but, in sum, such conditions were according to the school context, duration of their school
attendance, opportunity and frequency of information and knowledge exchanges, and learning
contents in the lifelong learning dimension, including their competent and individual skills.
The socialization results within the traditional and cultural dimensions, and the students’ family
foundation were also the important conditions of social adjustment.

The social adjustment resulted in the acceptance of the students’ roles within the
Chiang Mai Social Welfare School with new behaviors and also shaping the students to transfer
contents and self controlling behaviors to their tribal communities. Such transfer related to

sanitation, household care, consumption behavior and self-sanitation care for instance.



