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ABSTRACT

The study was to analyze the discourse of national flag activities engaged by hilltribe
students enrolled in first semester of 2004 academic year during August to October 2004
covering 33 events. The analysis, based on the audio recording of the events, focused on
language, goals and messages of the communication, and social and cultural aspects reflected
in the discourse, also with the framework second language acquisition. The findings reveal that
in the students’ pronuhciation, there were some deviances on consonants, vowel, and tonal
marks. They also used set of words different from that of their Thai counterparts. Though
most sentence structures used by them were similar to those used by other Thai students,
there were some which differed. The students had eight goals to communicat; (1) to inform,
(2) to inform and persuade, (3) to inform and praise, (4) to explain and educate, (5) to
emphasize and take action, (6) to give guideline and persuade, (7) to express gratitude, and (8)
to request and reprimand. There were 5 social and cultural aspects reflected which included (1)
identity of being Thais/part of Thai society, (2) loyalty to the country, religion, and the King,
(3) poor economic status, (4) relying on intensive assistance in their study, and (5) engaging in

the activities to earn extra income



