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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thesis, namely, Process of Identity Development among
Female Homosexuals, were to study the process of identity development of female
homosexuals, social conditions influencing such identity development. Eight female
homosexual key informants were s;elected for this study. The researcher collected data by
using in-depth interviews, then, checked, analyzed and descriptively presented. The research
results were as follows.,

The process of identity development consisted of 3 steps, The first step was to like
the opposite sex of the objects, and had behaviors different from their real sex such as
dressing like a man and developed likeliness toward the person with the same sex as theirs.
Step two was a change of feeling different from general appearance toward homosexual
identity, They were in doubt about their own sex, identity and sex approach. Step 3 was the
self-acceptance as a homosexual person who could have sexual relationship with another
person with the same sex as they wish. Sex role and approach depended on social and
personal context.

The social conditions also influenced the identity development of female
homosexuals such as the family and parents that did not like their children to have different
sex as friends, and were afraid of pregnancy before marriage. Therefore, they were not mind

if their children had friends at the same sex. Therefore, the resistance in such a way would



become a promotion factor for their childyen to develop their homosexual identity.
The children’s friends who shared problems in common would become homosexual friends
with understanding. They might see any couple with marriage problems, causing them turned
to make friend with the same sex persons in order to avoid any problem that might occur in
the future. Meeting with homosexual females would be another condition influencing the
development of the homosexuals’ identity, because they could fully perform their own sexual
behaviors and learn and exchange information with other people. Meeting with people
sharing in common and peer group could result in the development of step 2 and 3.

The homosexuals’ way of living seemed to be simple in order to prevent other
people to take any notice them as abnormal people either in the society or offices.
The homosexual females had a high degree of responsibility in their offices as a

compensation and as a factor affecting their work progress in the future.



