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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this qualitative research were to study the belief and ritual rites
about water, and the transfer of such belief of the Pga K 'nyau. Data were collected by the use
of in-depth interviews, including participant and non-participant observations within the
ritual rites of the Pga K ’nyau community. The collected data were examined, then, identified
according to the issues, grouped for further analyses and descriptively presented.

The research results were as follows.

The Pga K 'nyau believed that water sources are the habitat of “Nati”, which is the
supreme holy spirit. It has been given with a high respect continuously since the old days
until the present time. The rituals relating to water consisted of merit-making ceremony for
check-dam spirits, water prolonging and blessing ceremony, and forest ordains. Such
ceremonies were organized in order to prevent deforestation and keep good relationships
among and within communities.

The transfer about water belief of the Pga K’ nyau through such ritual ceremonies
could be interpreted as a transfer of supernatural belief for preventive purposes with fears.
So, the community members would be afraid of destroying forests, and in a meanwhile, help
conserving the natural water sources. Those people, who attended the ritual ceremonies,
would learn by chance about the belief. Moreover, the community would transfer the related
belief through the use of proverbs and narrative talks such as “stay with the forest conserve

the forest, and stay with water care of the water.”



The transfer of water belief could be regarded as a process for people to learn
about the social value, norms and regulations in order to adjust themselves to be good
citizens with understanding and acceptance of society’s culture, either directly or indirectly.
Such transfer could be changeable according to the social and economic situations suitable
for the living conditions, norms, traditions and folkways of the community members. As a
consequence, their belief should be affected and geared to changes. The changes could be
moved from normative and primitive to scientific and modern paths and belief. Hence, both
kinds of belief should be mutually and harmoniously related in a good condition in order to
reroute the belief transfer process for the new generations to live within their society with

awareness and care of their natural resources continuously.



