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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the change in handicraft occupation
and learning change relating to handicraft occupation in Rai Silathong community, Moo 10,
Pichai sub-district, Muang district, Lampang Province. Data were collected by the use of in-
depth interviews, participant and non-participant observations, and informal interviews. The
collected data were examined, then, identified according to the issues, grouped for further
analyses according to the research’s conceptual framework, and, finally, descriptively
presented.

The research results were as follows.

In the old days, this community mainly produced earthenware and pots for home
consumption, and selling. Until 1954, the community produced more earthenware and pots
for selling. Sometimes, they bartered them with the merchandises from outsiders of the
community. The earthenware production used local materials and tools. The laborers were
mostly the producers’ cousins and kinships, dividing responsibilities among themselves by
women responsible for production and selling. The goods patterns and prices were
determined by the producers. Labor exchanges were conducted among kinships and
neighbors. Females were the main producers according to the community determination

while the men should not do it.



Since 1954 until now, the community changed the earthenware production for
selling to rock mortar crafting. There were middlemen involved in organizing the system of
rock mortar crafting production. The handicraft merchants used more money for their
investment, buying more modern equipment and materials from the middlemen, who brought
them from outside the community. The production laborers were both the family members
and employees. Division of labor was applied in the production system, resulting in lower
degree of relationship among the villagers. The products were sold through the middlemen
instead of direct sale. The handicraft occupation replaced the earthenware production because
of better price and non-sophisticated work.

Learning handicraft occupation was found different from that of the old days.
It was the learning and transferring matter within the household according to the way of life
of the community members. The children learned from the adults as their helpers until they
could gradually produce the pots by themselves. They had to learn about the rituals of
earthenware production, which was a belief system transfer. During the production and
selling, the producers learned about pricing and selling through the middlemen. When they
changed to produce rock mortars, the production was changed too by using new technology.
They had labor division and selling with someone involved as the middlemen. Employment
was extended to produce more products to meet the growing demand. More learning was
expanded with more relation with the outsiders, such as knowledge exchanges, study tours
and trainings.

The learning network of agriculturalists about supplementary occupations in rural
communities was generated through the social network within and outside the communities.
It had an aim to exchange information, knowledge, vocational skills and experiences of
supplementary occupations within the agriculturalists’ interest and choices. The learning
network existed within the communities consisted of kinship, neighbors, occupational peers
and community leaders, which were on the horizontal level often seen in rural areas.
The learning network outside the communities consisted of the groups of personnel,
organizations, and governmental or non-governmental institutes. It was a vertical network of
which the roles were to transfer knowledge, occupational skills, and financial supports

including marketing.



