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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thesis were to study the social movement process of the
HIV/AIDS infected and affected groups, and the new identity construction of those people.
The researcher studied the “cooperating mind group” Ban Hua Rin, Toongstk sub-district,
Sanpatong district, Chiang Mai province. Data were collected by the use of key informant
interviews and observations. The collected data were examined, then, identified according to
the issues, grouped for further analyses and descriptively presented.

The research results were as follows.

The social movement process of the HIV/AIDS infected and affected groups could
be synthesized as that those group members wanted a social and community acceptance.
The social movement process’s components consisted of intension and trials to present
themselves to the public. They used their movement as a tool to take over, define and
construct the new meaning for themselves. In other words, they used the movement to

construct new expected communicable words for themselves.



The HIV/AIDS infected and affected groups found that there was a social
resistance, when it showed its identity within the “Cooperating mind group” at the initial
stage. The group members were assisted by Satok temple by allowing them to use the temple
premise for their activities. Those were to take care of the HIV/AIDS infected and affected
people’s health, promote their supplementary occupations and the community traditions. As a
consequence, the community members began to accept those group members and understand
them much better. This could be the way to show their identity in order to determine the way
to live in this society as they wish among the social acceptance. This determination was
stated through various activities that assisted the group members, the poor and community
activities with cooperation from the religious institute, private and government organizations.
This means helped cleaning the hard feeling from being looked down upon by the others

away.
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