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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thesis were to study the situations of HIV problems in the -
communities, and the situations concerning children affected from the HIV problems in the
communities. Data were collected by the use of observations and interviews from the key
informants, consisting of the children affected by HIV problems, their cousins, community
leaders, hospital officials, health station officials, the temple abbots, and villagers in
Buagkang sub-district. The collected data were examined, then, identified according to the
issues, grouped for further analyses and descriptively presented.

The research results were as follows.

Buagkang sub-district communities consist of the people speaking “Yong” dialect.
In the old days, those people’s ancestors migrated from the current Chiang Rai provingial
area. They eamn their livings from their paddy fields and orchards with Lanna folk ways and
traditions. They are Buddhists, and have primary and secondary schools available within the
communities. While conducting this research, there were some voluntary groups such as
public health volunteers, housewife group, funeral group, senior people group, and
agriculturalist group to run the community activities.

The HIV situations in the communities were found as that, at the initial stage, the

villagers lacked of AIDS knowledge and were frightened by the Government publications on



“Get HIV/AIDS infection, then die”. So, they dared not to involve in the HIV patients’
activities. When their attitudes were changed afier the campaigns conducted by the officials
of the hospital, public health stations and public health volunteers, the villagers began to
participate in the HIV/AIDS infectious patients with a declined disgusting situation and
increasing concern.

This research found that the HIV/AIDS affected children were facing a direct
impact by becoming orphans without mothers or fathers. They had to live with their cousins
such as grandparents, aunts or HIV/AIDS affected mothers. Those children were facing
health, physical, economic, emotional, psychological, educational, and social problems.
However, they were, recently, looked after by their cousins with love and good concem,
making them earning their living like other normal children in the communities. This study,
therefore, could come to a conclusion that a close concern given by the cousins and people in

the communities could help the affected children to live in the society normally,



