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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the learning network of
agriculturalists about supplementary occupations in rural communities, and the factors
generating such network. Data were collected by the use of in-depth interviews, participant
and non-participant observations with ten agriculturalists supplementary occupations, which
were the key informants of this research. The collected data were examined, then, identified
according to the issues, grouped for further analyses according to the research’s conceptual
framework, and, finally, descriptively presented.

The research results were as follows.

1. The learning network of agriculturalists about supplementary occupations in
rural communities was generated through the social network within and outside the
communities. It had an aim to exchange information, knowledge, vocational skills and
experiences of supplementary occupations within the agriculturalists’ interest and choices.
The learning network existed within the communities consisted of kinship, neighbors,
occupational peers and community leaders, which were on the horizontal level often seen in
rural areas. The learning network outside the communities consisted of the groups of
personnel, organizations, and governmental or non-governmental institutes. It was a vertical
network of which the roles were to transfer knowledge, occupational skills, and financial
supports including marketing.

2. The characteristics of the learning network of agriculturalists about
supplementary occupations in rural communities were the relationships between the

agriculturalists with experiences. The knowledge exchanged was acquired from the owners of



such experiences within the normal and simple atmosphere. Their communication existed in a
horizontal form, however, the agriculturalists did not refuse to accept learning contents from
other organizations outside the communities or as a vertical level. However, the acquired
contents or experiences had to be reconfirmed by other agriculturalists in the communities.
The advance and progressive agriculturalists had a learning characteristic in an integrated
form between the local and new wisdom.

3. The factors, that generated the learning network of agriculturalists about
supplementary occupations in rural communities, had various integrated features. Most of
them related to the agriculturalists, consisting of social and environmental factors such as
families, kinship and friends. Other factors were their personal attitudes positively generated
the learning network, information acquisition, vocational skills and experiences, interest in
marketing and sale, their time and frequency of meeting with each other.

Mass media were also the factors that supported, promoted, encouraged and pushed
the agriculturalists with supplementary occupations to exchange and acquire knowledge for
such matter. Those media were radio, television, newspapers and other printing materials
including other promotional process launched by other outside governmental and

non-governmental organizations.



