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ABSTRACT

The objective of this qualitative research was to study the value system of farmers
practicing poly-culture agriculture. The key informants of this research were 10 farmers, who
have been practicing the poly-culture agriculture for more than 5 years in Yuwa sub-district,
Sanpateng district, Chiang Mai province. The data were collected by the use of participant
observations of the farmers’ activities, formal and informal interviews, note takings,
recording and photograph takings. The collected data were examined, then, identified
according to the issues and grouped for further analyses according to the research objective.

The research results were as follows.

The farmers, of whom six joint the poly-culture agricultﬁre project and four did
not do, had similar activities. Their activities were related to paddy fields, beans, orchards,
horticulture, animal husbandry, and taking care of water sources and accommodations within
their paddy fields.

The value system of ten poly-culture agriculture farmers consisted of various
interrelated aspects as follows.

1. The self-employment aspect was concerned with the use of the farmer own and
their cousins’ labors in conducting the poly-culture agriculture farming principally as the
product owners. The main purposes were to reduce the production cost and increase their

family income.



2. The farmers focused on poly-culture agriculture farming principally for their
family consumption within their households. That was to reduce their expenditure for
consumption, but whenever their products were over supplied they would sell them in the
public for income generation.

3. The farmers had their income increased from the farming product sale annually.
The income, which occurred seasonally and periodically, was a fundamental income affecting
the farmers’ ways of living. They had to learn about how to apply the farming activities in
their daily life for reducing their expenditure as much as possible. For example, they used
their own and the family members’ labors in stead of employing other people, and gave high
priority to their supplementary occupation for income generating while waiting for their
poly-culture agriculture farming products.

4. The farmers gave an importance to their capitals in 2 patterns. Those were cash,
chemical fertilizer, hormones, and insecticide thét aft;ected the increase of the poly-culture
agriculture farming products. Those capitals were uncontrollable. Another kind of capitals
were such as their own and family members’ labors, and the remaining resources from their
paddy fields. Those were the controllable capitals. They tried to reduce the use of investment
capitals in form of cash in order to decrease their expenditure. Those two types of capitals
were always used together in their production.

5. The farmers’ learning and practice in poly-culture agriculture farming were
created directly and indirectly from their agriculturalists and other agencies. With the
agenciés’ financial supports, their practical works, activities and problems, the farmers could
conduct their poly-culture agriculture farming. They made use of their knowledge acquired
from trainings and practices in a formulation of their poly-culture agriculture farming
principle. Such formulation rela‘ed to their experiences and needs.

6. The farmers made use of their remaining resources available in their farms and

paddy fields in order to reduce some of their expenditure for production.





