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ABSTRACT

This thesis was aimed at examining the issue of alternative medicine learning
of Chiang Mai City Area residents as well as factors related to such learning.

The research collected needed data via field observations, informal and in-
depth interviews, and focus group discussions with key informants. Collected data
were cross-checked, classified, analyzed and interpreted according to the set
conceptual framework, and descriptively and analytically presented.

Findings were as follows :

The learning itself was primarily causéd by the problem of unfulfilling modern
medicine treatment and cure results. !t was felt modern medicine had not met their
suffering and anxiety. Therefore, they decided to seek mare information in order to help
them decide which health care alternatives to take. They resorted to books, journals,
magazines, newspapers, radio and television programs, videotapes as well as
individuals who had successfully adopted health care alternatives.

Related factors were found to have been the following : examples of patients
finding such alternatives satisfactory and fulfilling; alternative health care fever; publicly
disseminated knowledge and practices as regards proper health care; and patients’

increased bargaining power over their health care practices.
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