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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the problems and needs of the
families in nurturing and developing the disabled for self-reliance in a community, and the
roles of the disabled and their families in life quality development. The study site was in Ban
Paerongsoob, Denchai sub-district, Denchai district, Phrae province. The Data were collected
by the use of observations and interviewing with ten disabled people, who were the kev
informants of this research. They were classified into 4 types of disability — mentally
disabled, physically disabled, deaf and blind. All collected data were carefully checked.
grouped, analyzed and presented déscriptively under the conceptual framework of this
research.

The research results were as follows.

The disabled people’s problems and needs were classified into 4 main issues -
education, nursing care, vocational training, and social acceptability. The first category was
rclated to the educational problems, which mainly consisted of the lack of knowledge and
understanding of the families toward the disability, particularly those non-governmental
service families. They needed more knowledge of the disabled people. The second one was
about the uncomfortable nursing care, as the lack of people who understand about disability,
and also appropriate instruments for disability therapy. The disabled people’s familics needed
the rcadiness of hospitals to take care of them properly with sufficient personnel and

instruments. The third on was about the vocational training problems. The disabied peoplic



had a financial problem for investment in their business, and also vocational training
problems caused by their disability. Some persons could not stay with other people, so they
could not attend any training course for earning their lives. Responding to such a case, their
families needed some supplementary jobs to earn more income for nurturing their disabled
people. The last problem was the social acceptability toward the disabled people. Although,
the community members did not mind the disabled people and accepted them socially
through normal conversations and contacts. Some kinds of disability, with some unaccepted
behaviors and dirty bodies, seemed to face ignorance from the community members, and hard
to live with other normal people. In general, the society needed some service institutes with
sufficient and appropriate facilities to take care of the disabled people.

The roles of the disabled people and families in developing their life quality in the
community were rather positive. Most families fairly looked after and developed the disabled
people who were their family members. The disabled people’s group took care of their own
members quite well within their capacity. The families of similar types of disability also
mutually assisted each other much more than giving assistance to other different types of
disability. Although, the members of the disabled people’s groups gave assistance and
development to one another, such provision was insufficient. Hence, there has not been any
assistance network in existence within the community. Addition;llly, the families working
with the government gave little cooperation to the disabled people assistance, but could

looked after their own disabled people within their families quite well.



