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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research, namely, Development of an Occupational
Group in a Rural Community, were to study the development of an occupational
group in a rural community, and summary lessons learnt from such occupational
group. The qualitative research method was applied to study in the field on this
topic. The data were collected by the use of observations and interviewing the key
informants. The collected data were examined, then, identified according to the
issues and grouped for further analyses according to the research objectives.

The research results were as follows.

1. The development of an occupational group of handicrafts at Ban
Tawai, Hang Dong district, Chiang Mai province was started by 3 people, who
needed to earn supplementary income after their harvesting season. They went to
work as a group of carpenters at a Burmese and old Lanna style antiques selling
shop in Muang district of Chiang Mai province. When there was a good opportunity,
they learnt the arts and crafts from the head of the highly skillful craftsmen of the
shop until their skills were developed. They returned home with their crafting work as
employed by the shop, and sent the ready crafted works back as good products.
They transferred the know-how skills to their children, cousins and, then, other
neighbors with different relations. The knowledge and learning exchanges were

generated within and across the villages, between teachers and nonformal



education students, neighbors, family groups, peers, and cousins, and even
between buyers and sellers. Therefore, a learning network was developed, resulting
in a further development of marketing system with domestic and international
channels. Various kinds of wood carving products were produced responding to the
marketing and customers’ needs, but still maintaining the identity of the community
products. The group’s work led the community to a successful business center in
this field, resulting in a good quality of life, better living, self-reliance and strength
community.

2. The summary lessons learnt from the occupational group of handicraft
at Ban Tawai could help the craftsman group realize that the group leader should be
in a natural manner. Working together should be based on a mutual help with full
intension without any structure, rules neither regulation in order to get strong group
work and related networking. They also learnt that self-reliance and mutual helps
should have a learning exchange on arts and crafts continuously from one
generation to the others. The group should give an importance to marketing, as it
was the core of economic system. They should produce various types of products,
but maintain the group’s identity. The group’s capacity and potentiality should be
developed further and stronger, in which the activities should be participated by the
members with more self-reliance, except the over capacity matters. Then, the
external help could be called upon for such solving matters. The group gave a
summary that those above-mentioned became the main factors resulting in the
group work success with good reputation and acceptance of both domestic and

overseas people.
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