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ABSTRACT

The research of Dissemination of Buddhist Beliefs by Northern Religious
Practice Center is aimed to study the beliefs , the forms of dissemination and the key
clernents that affect the dissemination of Buddhist beliefs.

The qualitative research was a method to conduct this research. The informants
were groups of people from Wiang Khalong Sub-distric , Wiang Papao District , Chieng Rai
Province. Both participatory observation and non - participatory observation together with
informal interviewing an intensive interviewing were used as a means of data collecting.
The frame of reference and data analysis are based on themes , theories and related literature.,

Data analyses yield the following finding ;

The beliefs of Buddhist teachings. People believe that there are five Lord Buddhas.
They belicve in the practice of Buddhist teaching of Lord Bothisattava and their beliefs of
Karma retribution. The practice of the Eightfold Path to Enlightenment , the study of the
“Three Training” , the reguiar following of the “Ten Guiding Principles to People” in order
to fulfill happiness and well-being of oneself , others and a whole society.

The dissemination of Buddhist beliefs was taken through 4 patterns which are :
firstly , the dissemination taken by six religious rituals ; they are Wan Pratheep Dharma rite
(the day of Dhanma enlightenment) ; Wan Tawai Ton Kalapapreuk to Lord Ariyamettrai rite
(the day of delegating a celestial tree to Lord Ariyamettrai, an aspirant for Buddhahood) ; the
tonsure to becoming a novice rite ; the tonsure to becoming a monkshood rite ; the daily
praying ritc and the alms-giving and making merit to a Buddhist monk rite, Secondly , the

dissemination was taken through three types of preachings which are the preaching during the




meditation , the preaching conversation and a regular preaching over pulpit. Thirdly ;
the dissemination was based on four plans /factivities which are the sorrow caused by
realization of decay of the body plan which was held at a tomb ; the money saving group for
social development plan; the school , factory and Dharma hall plan and the Dharma garden
plan. Lastly ; the dissemination was taken by the two forms of self - performance which are
being vegetarianism way and the practice of Buddhist doctrine based on five or eight
precepts together with being away from six ways to destruction.

The key elements that affect the dissemination of Buddhist beliefs comprise of two
parts : The first part are some internal factors which are time choosing , the opportunity to
disseminate in appropriate way , the simple dissemination way , the high level leadership of a
leader , the appropriate surroundings and the learning resources in a community. The
second part are some external factors which are the supports from Wat Chedi Laung temple ,
Muang District , Chieng Mai Province ; some grants from government official units and some

schools.




