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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research study were to 1) investigate self — directed professional
development competency of social studies teachers in educational opportunity
expansion schools attached to the 6ffice of Uttaradit provincial primary education
through participation in five activities, i.e., self — directed learning, workshop and
seminar participation, fieldtrip study, continuing their higher level in formal education
and conducting research study, and 2} examine their provision of teaching and learning
activities that were emphasized on student centeredness and group process. The
population were 60 social studies teachers during the second semester of the 2003
academic year. Research instruments included a questionnaire, a structured
observation form, and a structured interview form. Cronbach's reliability of the
questionaire was 0.97. The data were then analyzed in terms of percentage, mean, and
standard deviation. The data were also converted into tables with descriptive format.

The results of this study were as follows :

1. Self - directed learning and workshop and seminar participation were rated
at moderate level while fieldtrip study was rated at the low level by social studies
teachers. |

2. The respondents neither continued their further education nor conducted

any research study.



3. Most respondents were facing time management obstacle, i.e., a teaching

load which had an impact on work performance evaluation.



