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ABSTRACT

The study of identity of “ kathoei ™ students: a case study at a secondary school
in Chiang Mai, was carried out to investigate definition and understandirig identity of
“ kathoei ™ students, factors initiating that ‘identity, capability to adjust to the
surrounding interaction, as well as incidence of inequitable or discriminative
phenomena affecting their identity development and learning process.

The investigation employed qualitative research approach. Data collection
made use of field note from 11 cases of post-secondary school “ kathoei ” students.
In-depth interview and participant observation in cooperation with cassette tape
recorder and note making were utilized to obtain information from the students’ point
of view.

Symbolic Interactions was employed as a framework for data analysis due to

the purpose of the study in interpreting and identifying the meaning of “ kathoei ”



identity as well as relating the identified meaning with self presentation of the study

group. It was found that:

1.

“ kathoei ” students regarded themselves different from male and female. They
believed that their  kathoei ” status initiated since birth and unchangeable. This
belief was totally different from the parents’ or teachers’ perception in which they
believed such characteristics were the result of socialization, which could be
changed or modified.

Factors facilitating to “ kathoei “identity development were: students’ deepest
feelings of male role rejection which in initialed since pre-school age. During
primary and secondary school periods, teasing and mocking from boys due to their
female characteristic acceptance forced these students socialized and intermingled
with girls. In addition, their inclination of homosexuality preference was the other
factor made these students acceptance of being “ kathoei .

The studied group responded to the reaction from other people adjusting their way
of thinking by searching good reasons for being “ kathoei . They would react
extraordinarily nicely to other people to compensate their unusual characrteristics.
Moreover, they would try to cover their “ kathoei ” behavior when appearing in
public.

The “ kathoei ™ students were more in equitable treated from parents and some
teachers than from friends or siblings. They always received harassment from their
own family members, above all was from father, The presentation of “ kathoei “
students were fluidity flexible according to spaces, persons, and time of the

interaction.



