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ABSTRACT

The main objectives of this research were to study the occupational, economic and
social status of Chiang Mai University graduate students in social sciences, and the
appropriateness of their knowledge and skills already acquired from the university to their
responsible jobs, their satisfaction and further study needs.

The sample groups used in this study were 412 post-graduate students from 5
faculties. Those were the faculties of Humanities, Education, Social Sciences, Business
Administration and Economics. The researcher collected data by applying a set of
questionnaires, then, the collected data were statistically analysed using frequency
distribution, percentage, means and standard diviation by SPSS program for Window. In-
depth interviews were used with 10 Social Sciences’ graduate students in 3 provinces —
Chiang Mai, Lamphun and Lampang. The researcﬁer used those interviewed data to explain
in addition to the quantitative data. The findings of this study were as follows:

1. The graduate students in social sciences of Chiang Mai University, which were
the majority sampling group of this study, earned their livings as government officials, state-
owned organizations’ and private business organizations’ employees and others respectively.
Most samples graduated from the faculty of education, aged between 40-49 years old,
married, and lived in Chiang Mai with their own houses.

2. The economic status of most samples by month was between 10,001-15,0600
baht. Some samples had supplementary jobs such as private business, extra-teaching, and

part-time work, earning about 5,000 ~ 10,000 baht as their extra income per month. They



mostly spent income on necessary items for families such as food, private spending, medical
care, car and household maintenance, fuel, recreation and misceleneous, including various
debt payments,

3. The relationships between the samples and their families, kinships, counsins,
friends and people in general were not different from those before entering the university.
Those were mutual helps in normal pattern. Additionally, higher respects were given from
their subordinates, surrounding people, counsins and friends toward their new knowledge,
ability and the institute from which they graduated.

4. Most samples felt that their knowledge and skills were appropriate to their
current responsible tasks, and applicable for earning their living and jobs, coordinating with
other people and also developing their community. Those samples, who were teachers could
make use of their knowledge and skills in their work directly such as teaching, developing
work, conducting researches and guidances for other people. Some samples made use of their
knowledge and skills indirectly such as bringing up their children, planning their work
effectively, changing jobs, and working with lesser time.

5. Most samples were satisfied and pround with themselves for their graduation,
eaming their living, work, and being accepted by friends and others. In-depth interview
results indicated that they were so pround of themselves for being a model of continuing
education and acceaptance by other people. Some ones could have better jobs and made use
of their graduation for further their study on doctoral program.

6. Most samples needed more additional knowledge and information at the
highest level, and then, to further their study at a doctoral degree at a high level, and master
degree in other fields at a moderate level respectively. The interviewing results indicated that
most of them wanted some information about their institute and additional knowledge such as
training, English language, computer, community work, continuing education in other fields
and Lanna culfure and arts. Most of them still wanted to continue their study at a doctoral

level, but depending on their opportunity, economic status and time as the significant factors.



