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ABSTRACT

This research, namely, Social Learning of Child Street-Vendors in Muang
Chiang Mai, aims at studying the family, social and folkway backgrounds, and
learning network of the child street-vendors in Muang Chiang Mai. The research was
conducted in the night bazaar, Ta Pae road and Loy Khroa community. The data
. wegg collected by the use of observations, interviews, checklist, and focus group
discussions among ten street vendor children, who are hili tribes and lowlanders.

The collected data were classified. grouped, analyzed and presented in a
descriptive form. The results of the study were as follows:

The social learning of those children were frorﬁ the following factors.

1. The child street-vendors' social and family backgrounds were as that
most of their parents and cousins were poor, living in slum areas. The lowland
children’s parent occupations were employees in general and street flower- vendors
before, while those of the hill tribes were street flower vendors, drug sellers or
jobless. The children faced problems, lacking of affection and love neither from their
divorced, dead, nor imprisonment parents, frequent moving of housing because of
escaping the police and influential people. Their parents punished the children
aggressively. They had inappropriate surroundings either within the families,

housing, and working places. All factors affected their behaviors and social learning



such as facing drug addiction, liquor drinking, sexual commerce, aggressive
behaviors, and self-interest.

2. The children’s way of living was part of their learming in vocation and
daily life activities such as eating and playing. Every child had similar street-vendor
activities by beginning at 18.00-02.00 hours. They learnt about the market places
- and selling technigques through observations and copying.

The hill tribe children’s problems were ethnic bias, no nationality provision
from the Government causing unequal right and labor disadvantages. However, they
had to fight against those facing problems. There were scme bargains by
establishing a learning network from outsiders such as friend group and lower
selling agent group, which had small number of members.

3. The learning network group of the children consisted of families and
friend group, which were the closet social learning network to them on the beginning
of street vendor occupation. Some parts of the children relied on the secondary
networks such as the merchant group, agents, neighbors, and non-government
organizations. Their learning networks mostly were used for information exchange
for mutually beneficial reliance rather than conserving their relationships as kinship
networking.

This study found that the children from broken home and inappropriate
environment could adjust themselves with the new environment after receiving
assistance from the child development volunteer group. This group was a NGO
providing technical assistance for children by using various activities to develop
their learning development for self-defense, skill training for problem solving,
including planning for their own future. it also helped transferring the children to the
emergency problem child recovery home. When most children went to schoeol, they
could adjust themselves by learning for the development of themselves and their

families.



