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Abstract

This thesis was set out to examine university students” imitative behavior, modelled
after what was currently in vogue, their family background, and psychological factors
involved in and accounting for such behavior. In the investigation process, the researcher
undertook nonparticipant observations and in-depth interviews.  Collected data were
subsequently cross-checked and analyzed. Findings were as follows:

Areas imitative behavior had been observed comprised dressing, ornamentation,
hair-wearing, language use and hody gestures. Students were found to have imitated from
the media, magazines, friends and more senior students. They observed and memorized what
they had seen and read, and subsequently and accordingly behaved. Once the original
models changed their behavioral patterns, the students’ behavior was also found to have
accordingly changed. They did so in order to gain recognition and acceptance from peers as
well as to distinguish themselves in the eyes of others.

As regards their family background the following were found most prominent
freedom both consciously and unconsciously granted by their parents, family-based
socialization, and family economic status. Those students with more freedom displayed a
higher degree of imitative behavior. Those with less freedom displayed a lower degree of
such behavior. Students whose parents valued imitative behavior more exhibited a higher
degree of such behavior, while those students whose parents valued it less exhibited a lower



degree of imitative behavior. On the contrary, these from less affluent families exhibited a
lower degree of such behavior.

As regards psychological factors affecting students’ imitative behavior the following
were identified : degree of received commendation, degree of self-confidence and existence
or nonexistence of inferiority complex. Those students with a higher degree of imitative
behavior were found to have been accorded a high degree of commendation, lacked self-
confidence, and possessed no inferiority complex. On the other hand, those with less
imitative behavior were found to have received a lower degree of commendation, possessed
self-confidence and inferiority complex.
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