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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to find a way to promote the use of an integrated
method of teaching at the lower secondary level in private schools in Chiang Mai District
and to study the problems faced by teachers of social studies when planning and using
an integrated method.

A questionnaire was used to create relevant topics for group discussion. 10
social studies teachers were given, and returned, this questionnaire. The length of the
study was the whole of the 2002 Academic Year and focused on group discussion about
the way to plan an integrated method and how to put it into practice. The main points of
discussion were : the structure of an integrated method; planning and providing
integrated units; procedures of learing when using an integrated method; how to
evaluate and assess ways to promote and support such a method; and problems likely
to be faced in putting an integrated method into practice. The data was collected from
group discussion, school administrators' interviews, observation of teachers of social
studies and the results of the initial questionnaire. The data analysis used frequency

distribution percentage, relevant analysis of the situation and prescriptive presentation.



The results of the Focus Group Discussion were : .

1. There were different ways to support an integrated teaching method : when
planning and preparing integrated units, it is necessary to prepare written, concise and
skillful plans; teachers of different subjects must be consulted in order to gather a
combination of ideas when pianning each unit and preparing activities to build basic
knowledge. The procedure and steps to be followed in order to introduce an integrated
method are : to set the topic as the core when using the integrated method; to set the
teaching objectives; to set the details of each unit; to list the available and exemplary
resources; well-organised teaching planning; teaching and learning activities, preferably
real experience; activities' evaluation must be various and different and should be
authentic assessment; there should be stress on participation between leamers,
teachers and parents; assessment evaluation should be clear, following the objectives
and, most important, it should be checkable. Schools should support this teaching
method in their School Policy by setting up In-Service Training for teachers, provide
adequate budgets, and suitable school activities. These endeavours on the part of the
school would help to make an integrated method of teaching an efficient and successful
innovation.

| 2. The problems posed by using an integrated method of teaching were : to set
up such a method involving a large number of students would result in some schools
being able to use the method only once a year; with some schools being unable to use
the method at all; new teachers are lacking in experience in this teaching method; after
choosing the content and when planning integrated units the different objectives from
various subjects must be gathered and reconciled in order to build up integrated
activities; procedures in using an integrated method do not always fit into the school
timetable; a lot of energy is required from teachers and students to complete the
different steps in preparation and, even so, not all teachers understand all the necessary
steps; the ways of evaluating and assessing are not yet clear; finally, when all these
problems have been solved, teachers still face the problem posed by inadequate schoo!

budgets.



